
LAUNCH EVENT: AI, DATA AND ROBOTICS PROJECTS

LAUNCH EVENT 22/02/2024

Cécile HUET, PhD - Head of Unit 

Robotics & Artificial Intelligence Innovation and Excellence

European Commission – CNECT A1



Congratulations!



Context: Ecosystem of Excellence in AI: from the Lab to the Market
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European Commission
Public Side

Public
Private

Partnership

Agreement to design programs and raise 2.6 billion euros for European companies:

• Up to EUR 1.3 billion euros of public investment by the European Commission 

(through Horizon Europe)

• Up to EUR 1.3 billion of private investment through Adra for the period 2021 – 2030

ADR Association
Private Side

Public-Private Partnership – ADRA
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AI for good & in key sectors – 218 Mio

Trustworthy, Human-Centric and Responsible AI – 96 Mio

Advancing autonomy and functionality – 184 Mio

Funding AI Research & Innovation (HE 2020-2024)
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Explainable and robust AIGreen transition

Step change in functionality

Pushing robotics cognition

Pushing Physical intelligence

Collaborative intelligence
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Boosting industrial competitiveness
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• Bring the best scientists from academia and industry 

together to join forces in addressing the major AI 

challenges hampering its deployment

• Make Europe a research powerhouse for AI

• Increase Europe's attractiveness for scientists

• Ensure Europe's leadership in key strategic research 

topics

• Strengthen the AI-on-Demand platform with algorithms 

and tools

→ Bring all European AI teams to the highest level 

of excellence

The Networks of Excellence Centres

Virtual 
center of 

excellence 

Reference 
in 

AI/Robotics

Access to 
knowledge 

Visibility, 
usability and 
accessibility
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The European AI on Demand platform (AIoD)
A bridge & Catalyst between European AI research, industry and public 
services

EU Projects
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• 220M€ co-investment with MS under DEP

• Support TEFs as world-class reference 

technology infrastructures at EU 

level addressing gaps in the value chain, 

from the lab, to the market

• Support the deployment and uptake of 

trustworthy AI and support the 

implementation of the AIA

• Support for European technology 

providers of AI solutions to increase EU IP 

assets in AI

Testing and Experimentation Facilities (TEFs)

➔ Open for business event – 4 March 2024, Berlin
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[E]DIHs
support for digital transformation



The AI Package – Generative AI 

16

➢ DATA ACCESS

➢ ALGORITHMS

➢ INVESTMENT

➢ SKILLS

➢ PROCESSORS

EUROHPC
AMENDMENT: 

AI FACTORIES

ALT-EDIC

GENAI4EU

Incl. CiTiVERSE
EDIC

AI-OFFICE

AI Start-up and 
Innovation Communication

4B
n€



HORIZON EUROPE

• Advancing Large 
AI Models: 
Integration of New 
Data Modalities & 
Expansion of 
Capabilities
€43 million

• Explainable and 
Robust AI 
€12 million 

DIGITAL EUROPE

• Alliance for 
Language 
Technologies
€24 million

• Making available a 
high performing 
open-source 
European
foundation model 
for fine-tuning 
€25 million

EIC ACCELERATOR

• Human Centric 
Generative AI 
made in Europe
€50 million 

• Development of 
foundation ‘frontier’ 
models

Putting EU in the map of Generative AI
Innovation: From the lab to the market

Opening 29/02/2024 
Deadline 29/05/2024 

Opening 16/04/2023
Deadline 18/09/2023 (adoption tbc) Cut-off dates: 13/02/2024 and 4/09/2024

17



• Share communicable results with the European R&D 

community ➔ the AI-on-demand platform

• Demonstrate progress 

• Be part of the community ➔ ADRA / ADRA-e

Recommendations to all projects



Contractual Obligations

Communication ExploitationDissemination



• Two CSAs Adra-e and AI4Europe supporting the ADR 

community:

➔ Develop a strong Ecosystem of Excellence 

➔ Visibility/Impact (e.g.: ADR Project Exhibition)

➔ AI-on-Demand platform: YOUR platform, Use it! 

Adra-e and AI4Europe



Wishing you successful projects!
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